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Dear Brothers, 

 

I greet you at the 

beginning of a new 

Fraternal Year, as we 

have much, much to be 

grateful for!  

 

First, to congratulate and celebrate our new Council 

Executive, under the leadership of newly-elected 

Grand Knight Mark Freeman and Deputy Grand 

Knight Sheldon McCormack.  We look forward to a 

graced and productive year ahead, in the grand 

tradition of brotherhood and service which has been 

our hallmark as a Council since Day One.  Mark will 

be a Grand Knight of many “firsts”, given these 

still-strange times----starting with being the first 

Grand Knight to commence his tasks of presiding 

over Meetings by using Zoom technology, rather 

than in person!  I also note that Mark is our first 

Grand Knight who is not a retired gentleman; rather, 

he is going to be very busy as a Vice-Principal at 

what is perhaps Canada’s largest high school, now 

known as Saint Francis Xavier, in Milton.  He will 

be counting on the support and teamwork of all the 

brothers, and I know it will be forthcoming, in the 

spirit of unity which we share. 

 

We also thank our dear Lord that, since Tuesday, 

June 16th, we have been able to celebrate Mass in 

our church in public once more---granted that there 

are a lot of restrictions and safety precautions in 

place.  We are just so grateful that we can gather, 

and we look forward to larger congregations and 

expanded offerings as we gradually ease our way 

back in, into this “new normal”, as they say.  I want 

to thank you Knights for your great support in 

volunteering for so many of the tasks which have 

been necessary to conduct the celebration of Mass 

properly and carefully.  And I remain so very 

grateful for your strong and affectionate personal 

support of myself and Father Mike, as well as your 

diligent and compassionate outreach to one another 

during these difficult months, especially to our 

brothers who are confined to their homes. 

 

And, of course, we honoured our nation’s birthday 

at the beginning of this month!  We must always 

remain grateful for the opportunities we have in 

Canada, this richly blessed land.  May we never 

forget to use those blessings responsibly, justly, and 

well, calling on the intercession of Our Lady, Queen 

of Canada, and our national Patron, Saint Joseph.  

All things considered (with some notable glitches 

and breakdowns here and there), our nation, our 

province, and our region have weathered the 

coronavirus storm more than reasonably well.  This 

is due to steady governmental leadership, and 

overall generous cooperation with the directives of 

health authorities.  Over these months, it has often 

been remarked in religious circles that the simple act 

of taking proper precautions during this trial is itself 

truly a living out of the Lord’s command to love our 

neighbour.  For your part in this, and in all related 

outreach to the degree that it has been possible, I say 

thanks. 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, 

REVEREND MARTIN VALLELY 

http://www.kofccouncil15920.ca/
https://twitter.com/AldershotKofC
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We could all use a happy summer right about now!  

I hope you will find it a relaxing and refreshing time, 

a chance to savour the Lord’s gifts, and to celebrate 

family, nature, and peace.  There will be many 

challenges ahead, and we want to be ready to face 

them and meet them with clear minds and strong 

hearts. 

 

I want also to draw your attention to the news that, 

with deep regret, I have accepted the resignation 

from our employ of our beloved Parish Office 

Administrator/Bookkeeper, Christine Gibbons.  

After 22 years of working for the parish, she will be 

retiring as of the first days of September, 2020.  Our 

community’s debt to Chris is incalculable.  She will 

be very badly missed.  Thank the Lord she will still 

be among us, to continue to be involved in parish 

life.  Please pray for us as we engage the work of 

preparing to hire her successor.  The job posting is 

now up on our parish website and on the church 

bulletin boards.  If you know of a good person who 

in your opinion ought to apply for this position, be 

sure to draw their attention to the posting.  The 

Diocese is accepting applications/resumes for the 

position throughout July. 

 

Dear brothers, last September I began to speak a bit 

each month, in my message, about the Apostles’ 

Creed, a foundational “symbol” of the faith which 

binds us together as believers in the Lord.  We are 

getting to the end of these reflections now.  I want 

this month to wrap up the last two phrases of the 

Creed, and then have some summary comments in 

August to finish off.  Both the Apostles’ Creed and 

the Nicene Creed end with affirmations of our 

strong convictions of belief in what have always 

been called “The Last Things” (or “The Ultimate 

Things”)---resurrection from the dead, including the 

physical body, and a future “new heavens and a new 

earth” where God’s glory reigns in life eternal.  Two 

things immediately follow.  One is that this belief is 

in essence a restatement of our core Easter belief, 

that the Lord is risen, triumphing over death and 

making all things new for all eternity.  And, as Saint 

Paul put it, “Christ has been raised from the dead,  

the first fruits of those who have died.” (1 

Corinthians 15:20)  In other words, Jesus’ 

resurrection is the pledge of our own resurrection.  

We believe in a life beyond this life, a life which is 

the fulfillment of our whole earthly mission and 

indeed of our entire existence. 

 

Related to this is a keen conviction that our whole 

life on earth means something completely different 

from what it would mean if there were no 

resurrection and no afterlife.  We are a pilgrim 

people, who know that this sojourn here on earth is 

not our final destination or homeland.  Having our 

eyes fixed on the world to come completely changes 

how we look at everything we do.  It forces us to 

constantly re-evaluate the importance we tend to put 

on earthly, passing things.  We are led to seeking the 

values and the goods which will truly last, leaving 

selfish, trivial interests behind in favour of greater 

things and broader visions. 

 

Knights of Columbus are “Resurrection People” in 

exactly this sense.  Over the years, I have had the 

honour, often sorrowful but always noble and hope-

filled, of presiding at the funerals of several 

Knights, including Knights of our own Council.  

The fact of their strong faith in everlasting life, and 

how that faith was reflected in how they lived their 

lives on earth, is always a stirring testament.  It 

makes their funerals occasions of true celebration of 

brothers whose lives were lived for Christ.  They 

came to the end of their lives knowing that they had 

properly centred themselves on the One whose 

values endure when all else passes.  In the end, what 

else matters?  Jesus once famously asked what it 

would profit a man to gain the whole world, only to 

lose the essence of his identity as one made for 

eternity! (Mark 8:36)  Knights are men who keep 

that priority straight, always.  May it be said of each 

of us, at our own funeral, that we had lived earthly 

life for the sake of eternal life. 

 

God be with you, my brothers! 

 

Father Martin Vallely 

Chaplain 
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Dear Brothers, 

 

I would like to thank you all for your warm welcome messages and encouragement as I embark on 

this new journey as your servant leader and Grand Knight.  More importantly, I would like to thank 

Past Grand Knight, Brother Joe Milton and the entire executive council from this past year for their 

outstanding work and contributions to the Church and our community.  Congratulations to the new 

executive council members for the new Fraternal year, I am eager to work alongside all of you.  As 

well, a special thanks to Past Grand Knights, Brother Ken Fleming and Brother Joe Milton for 

showing me the ‘ropes’ this past Friday.  We have accomplished so much in a shortened year due to 

Covid-19 and we are poised to do even more great work as we head into the next Fraternal year.  

 

Much of what currently lies ahead is uncertain and frightening at times.  As the world comes to grips 

with new and seemingly ever-changing realities, we must remind ourselves of our Faith.  It is our 

commitment to Christ that builds a foundation which will not faulter.  As Brothers we must ensure 

that we reach out to those in need, check in with family and friends, spend time in prayer, and ask for 

help ourselves when required. 

 

We have much to look forward to this upcoming year and certainly some unique planning 

opportunities.  Holy Rosary’s doors have once again opened for Saturday and Sunday masses and 

each weekend draws more and more back from their homes.  Thank you to our Brothers and Father 

Martin for helping guide our congregation in and out of the Church safely and successfully.  In order 

to facilitate social distancing, summer will see the continuation of the Saturday 5pm mass as well as 

both the 9am and 11am masses on Sunday, instead of the usual transition to just one mass on Sundays 

during the summer. 

 

Moving forward, our monthly council meetings will remain on-line until we are cleared to meet in 

person.  We have had great virtual turn outs these past few months and I encourage you to join us 

again on Tuesday July 7th for our next on-line Zoom meeting. 

 

Once again, I thank you for all you do and entrusting me as your Grand Knight.  I encourage you to 

reach out to me if you have any questions, concerns, or advice.  I am excited to take on this new role 

with all of our new (and returning) executive council members as well as our entire council.  I will 

be relying heavily on all of you for your wisdom, courage, strength, and prayers as I fill Brother Joe’s 

big shoes on July 1st. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Mark Freeman 

Grand Knight 
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PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  

 

Brother Richard Cupido 

Brother Blaise Mac Isaac 

Brother Michael Nelligan 

Brother Henry Rudachyk 

Brother Kees Van Asselt 

 

Evangeline Nelligan, wife of Brother Michael 

Shannon Wilken, daughter of Bro. Michael 

Nelligan 

Prayer for Healing 

 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of 

your command, drive away from me all forms of 

sickness and disease.  Restore strength to my 

body and joy to my spirit, so that in my renewed 

health, I may bless and serve you, now and 

forever more.  

 

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact 

Bro. Vic Lefebvre at 905-336-3056 or by e-mail 

at kofcholyrosary@outlook.com  

 
 

Family Fraternal Benefits 

from a Brother Knight 

 

Call your Fraternal Adviser 

Bro. Mario Rodriguez, F.I.C. 

1-905-820-8117 

E-Mail:  mario.rodriguez@kofc.org 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
 

Congratulations to: 
 

Bro. Henry and Stella Rudachyk 

July 2 – 27 years 
 

Bro. Andres Franco Augilar and Tatiana Tovar 

July 6 – 7 years 
 

Bro. Mark and Jacqueline Freeman 

July 7 – 14 years 
 

Bro. Anthony and Maryse Cordeiro 

July 10 – 27 years 

 

Bro. Michael and Domenica Attardo 

July 13 – 57 years 
 

Bro. Leonard and Andrea Walker 

July 17 – 38 years 
 

Bro. Blair and Ida Mary Breckenridge 

July 28 – 30 years 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

David Lord – July 8 

Dario Arcila – July 16 

David Kenel – July 17 

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 

 

All Council Events have been suspended with the 

following online exceptions. 

 

July  1 –  Canada Day Personal Celebrations 

 

July  7 –  Business Virtual Meeting – 7 p.m. 

Check your e-mail service for the 

invitation to participate next Monday. 

 

July  7 –  Second Special Olympic Bottle Drive 

 (details to be worked out and advised) 

 

Aug.  4 –  Business Meeting – 7 p.m. 

 

Aug.  4 –  Special Olympic Bottle Drive 

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com
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OUR LADY OF THE MOST HOLY ROSARY 

2020 – 2021 COUNCIL OFFICERS 
 

 Chaplain Rev. Fr. Martin Vallely 

 Grand Knight Mark Freeman 

 Past Grand Knight Joe Milton, PGK 

 Deputy Grand Knight Sheldon McCormack 

 Chancellor Sam Cervoni 

 Recorder Aaron D Cunha 

 Financial Secretary Ken Fleming, PGK 

 Treasurer Mike Perron 

 Lecturer Len Walker 

 Advocate Howard McNamara 

 Warden Joe Baumgartner 

 Inside Guard Ken Browne 

 Outside Guard Andrew Kemnitz 

 Trustee 1 year Willie Joki 

 Trustee 2 year Aeneas Mac Isaac 

 Trustee 3 year Marc Clare 

Council News 
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PAST GRAND KNIGHT'S MESSAGE 

 

Brother Knights, as I end my term as your Grand Knight and assume the position of your Past Grand 

Knight, effective July 1st, I wish to personally thank each and every one of you for your assistance 

and support over the past two years.  It was my honour to be your Grand Knight, and please give your 

“new Grand Knight, Brother Mark Freeman” the same support you gave me.  Thank you gentlemen 

and may God bless you all and your families.  As we enter our 5th month of the Covid-19 Pandemic, 

please stay healthy and safe during its continuation. 

 

In my last message to you I give you a summary of our Council’s activities during the month of June.  

Despite of the limitations that have been imposed on us, Brother Ken Fleming, “practicing social 

distancing” organized the first Special Olympics Bottle Drive.  Brother Fleming advised that so far 

the two days of making returns to the Beer Store, has resulted in over $1,000 for the Special Olympics. 

 

As part of the virtual society we live in, I participated in the video-taping of the Grade Eight 

Graduation Presentations.  On behalf of our Council, I presented The Knights of Columbus Award to 

Cole Barden and the Knights of Columbus Mathematics Award to Ellena Parekunnel.  The School 

Virtual Graduation took place on Monday, June 22nd 

 

At our bi-weekly “town hall meeting” of June 16, Fraternal Adviser Brother Mario Rodriquez 

presented a Knights of Columbus Fraternal Benefits Seminar.  This was well attended with more than 

18 Brothers.  At the same meeting Father Martin updated the membership on the “opening” of Holy 

Rosary Church effective with the 8:00 am Mass starting on Tuesday, June 16th.  All daily and three 

weekend Masses will be following the Government's Covid-19 Regulations and Social Distancing, 

etc. 

 

Finally, Brother Ken Fleming and I held a “Grand Knight Transition Meeting” with Grand Knight 

elect Brother Mark Freeman.  We covered all facets of Council property and paraphernalia stored on 

the Parish Property.  We also discussed the duties of Grand Knight, Financial Secretary, District 

Deputy, and Members of the Executive. 

 

See you all at the meeting on Tuesday, July 7th. 

 

Vivat Jesus 

 

Joe Milton 

Past Grand Knight 



Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 July 2020 

 

 
~ 7 ~ 

287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7 

 

  

Our New Grand Knight Brother Mark Freeman Takes Over From PGK Joe Milton 
 

Congratulations to Mark Freeman now the fourth brother to be elected Grand Knight of our council.   

Brother Mark is congratulated by outgoing GK Joe Milton after he received a short briefing in the parish 

center on Friday June 26.  Mark becomes the youngest Knight to take the reins of our council which bodes 

well for our future.  Mark is currently the vice principal at Assumption Secondary School here in 

Burlington.  He has recently received a promotion and in September he will become vice principal of the 

Catholic High School in Milton (yet to be named) which we understand is the largest Catholic high school 

in the province. 
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Our Parish Life Has Finally Taken Steps to Begin 

The Long Process of Getting Back to Normal 
 

On June 20, the first Sunday Mass was celebrated since March where parishioners were able to attend.  

Our Pastor and Chaplain Father Martin was very happy to see some of the faithful parishioners finally 

able to attend in person to enjoy the Mass and receive Holy Communion.  The second Sunday back showed 

a gradual increase in numbers and we hope to be able to have all of the regular summer numbers attending 

by making use of the parish center. 

 

Other aspects of our regular parish life may take a little longer to happen but some activities are still being 

worked on in anticipation of that day.  After the successful “One Heart One Soul” campaign and the 

mandatory waiting period some funds are available for the parish to begin the process of working toward 

fulfilling a number of the goals and dreams anticipated in the campaign.  Brother Sam Cervoni has made 

repairs to the front row of pews in the church and other activities are being planned to fix up the alter area.   

The sign at the front of the church is among the projects that we hope to work on early in the process.  The 

order has been placed with Jones signs of Burlington for a beautiful new full colour digital sign.  The goal 

is to improve our ability to communicate with our regular and potential new parishioners and also to 

replace a sign basic that is on its last legs and must be replaced soon. 

 

In the picture below you can see Brother Blair Breckenridge getting the site for the new sign ready for 

installation.  He has located the existing electrical feed line and has staked out the location so that Ontario 

One Call can check it out.  Ontario One Call alerts the infrastructure owners of our digging plans.  The 

infrastructure owners can then provide locates, lowering the risk of property damage, lost utilities, injury, 

and lost money.  Thank you brother Blair.  An electrician has been asked to provide a quote to run the 

required service to the new sign.  We hope the new sign will be delivered in the near future. 
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Holy Rosary School 2020 Graduation Was Very Unique This Year. 

 

On June 15th, Grand Knight Joe Milton was asked by school teacher Marianne MacDonald if he would 

participate in the Holy Rosary school graduation again this year despite the Covid. – 19 limitations.   

Brother Joe agreed and he showed up at the school at 12:15.  He was then video-taped making two Grade 

Eight Graduation Presentations on behalf of our council.  One of the Knights of Columbus awards was 

presented to Cole Barden and the second award was presented to Ellena Parekunnel.  The awards consisted 

of graduation cards each containing $50.00.  The School Virtual Graduation took place on Monday, June 

22nd at 6:00p.m. 
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We have had a great start to our Special 

Olympics Bottle Drive this year despite 

the pandemic. 

 

Thank you to all of the |Brothers who 

helped out. 

 

Please come out on July 7th between 4 

and 6 PM for our next drive. 

Special Olympics Fund-Raising Status 2020 
 

Collections to date 
 

Collected over the winter (mostly by our GK) $    271.35 

Donations received at Basketball Free Throw in February $    235.75 

May collection $ 1,052.10 

July collection TBD 

August collection TBD 

September collection TBD 

October collection  TBD 

 Total collected to date $ 1,559.20 

 

Donated to Special Olympics YTD 

 Flag Relay $    250.00 

 Proceeds from BFT collections rounded up $    250.00 

 Total disbursements $    500.00 

 

Balance to Date – To Be Donated Later $ 1,059.10 
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Knights in Action June 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

Brothers Help Out At Holy Rosary 
Brother Sam continued his work in the church and 

Brother Blair did some electrical line locating for 

our new sign 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Olympics 
Despite the Covid – 19 restrictions we were able to 

kick-off the 2020 bottle drive in style with total 

collections at $1,559 to date of which $500 has 

already been donated leaving $1,059 plus 4 more 

collection days to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cobs Bakery  
We are still collecting bread from Cob’s but we are 

unable to deliver then to the Good Shepherd food 

bank due to Covid – 19 regulations.  Brother Aeneas 

is now delivering the bread to other places including 

worthy causes in Oakville. 


